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Overview of U.S. Immigration Categories
Pathways to Permanent Residency
Nonimmigrant Basics and Work Visas
STEM OPT extended

TPSO Temporary Protected Status
DACA 0 Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals

H-1b Update: Quotas and Exemptions
Executive Order Updates: Travel Bans,
Border, and Interior Enforcement
Sanctuary Movements



OVERVIEW OF IMMIGRATION
CATEGORIES

US CITIZENS
By Birth d law of the soil / law of blood
By Naturalization

FOREIGN NATIONALS

Immigrants: Lawful Permanent Residents & Immigrants or
Green Card Holders

Nonimmigrants: Persons Permitted in US for Temporary Stay
Refugees/ Asylees/ TPS

DACA

Persons present without lawful status
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PATHWAYS TO LAWFUL PERMANENT
RESIDENCE

Family Based

Employment Based

Diversity Lottery

Investment

Asylum/Refugee

Cancellation of Removal

Registry

Others: VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT
(VAWA), etc.
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PRINCIPLE EMPLOYMENT BASED
PERMANENT CATEGORIES

EB-1(a) Persons of Extraordinary Ability
EB-1(b) Outstanding Professors &
Researchers

EB-1(c) International Managers &
Executives

EB-2 Masters Degree/Exceptional Ability
EB-3 Bachelors Degree/Skilled Workers
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FAMILY-BASED IMMIGRANT CATEGORIES

Sponsored by U.S. Citizen:

Parent

Spouse

Unmarried minor child

Son or Daughter 6 married or unmarried
Sister or Brother

Sponsored by Lawful Permanent Resident

Spouse
Unmarried son or daughter

Many Family -Based Immigrant Categories are subject to category
& country quotas backlogs n See Visa Bulletin
Immediate Relatives n not subject to a quota & often can adjust
status to permanent residence inside the U.S.
USC Sponsor of parent or sibling must be 21 yrs old or older
OChi |l do i ncludes chi lyd ofage amldteppt e d
children where the step -relationship was created before 18 yrs of
age.
OSpoused | n-ecexmaredpersoasddrans persons of
both the same and opposite sex
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NONIMMIGRANT BAKSICS

U.S. Department of State (DOS) issues visas while U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) controls actual admission & stay in U.S.
Admission to U.S. limited to one appropriate category at a time

Form 1-94 created by Customs & Border Protection (CBP) at admission.
Notes date of admission, category, and length of authorized stay

May change categories in U.S. via U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services
(USCIS) if in valid status at time of applicationd limitations apply

May extend authorized stay in U.S. via U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Services (USCIS) if in valid status at time of applicationd limitations apply
Approval of change or extension request is noted with creation of an
updated 1-94

International travel after approval of change or extension may require new
DOS issued visa in order to re-enter
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Common Nonimmigrant (Temporary)
Employment Categories at Colleges

B-1:Visitors for business (honoraria)

F-1: Studentsi OPT & STEM OPT

E-3: Professionals from Australia

H-1B: Professional workers

H-1B1: Professionals from Chile and Singapore
J1: Exchange visitors

TN: Canadian and Mexican Professionals
O-1: Persons of extraordinary ability

R-1: Religious workers

OPT: Optional Practical Training

STEM OPT:STEM Optional Practical Training
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INTENAY SIMERAL OIRAE

STEM OPT Reinstated via new APA
Regulatory process

Expanded to 24 months

Must be employment with E -Verify
employer

More majors listed as STEM

Under threat in Congress and
Administration
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Temporary Protected Status
GLES)

Some of the current employment -authorized TPS
countries with expiration dates:
El Salvadord March 9, 2018
Haiti 0 July 22,2017
Honduras d January 5, 2018
Nepal d June 24,2018
Nicaragua 0 January 5, 2018
Somalia 0 September 17,2017
South Sudand November 2, 2017
Sudan d November 2, 2017
Syria d March 31, 2018
Yemen 90 September 3, 2018



DACA — CRITERIA FOR Deferred
Action For Childhood
Arrivals

Out of status on June 15, 2012

Came to U.S. when under 16

Were under the age of 31 on June 15, 2012

Born after June 15, 1981

Be over 15 years old now

In U.S. since June 15, 2007

In high school or graduated from high school or have
G.E.D. or honorable discharge from U.S. military
service

Enrollment is still open. Consult an immigration

attorney before enrolling.




